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August 28, 2000 
 
Chairman William E. Kennard 
Federal Communications Commission 
445 12th Street, S.W., Room B201 
Washington, D.C. 20554 
  
 
RE: “New York State’s Analysis of the Canadian DTV Transition Allotment Plan and 

Recommendations” – report on CD-ROM submitted herein 
 
The State of New York is developing a multi-agency public-safety land-mobile radio network, 
called the Statewide Wireless Network (SWN), which, to be successful, will require the 700 
MHz spectrum that is being released to public safety by the Commission as mandated by 
Congress.  The current digital television (DTV) transition plan that enables the 700 MHz (TV 
channels 60 to 69) to be released does not take into account Canada’s DTV plan.  The 
consequence is that the states and provinces along the US/Canada border will not be able to 
utilize that spectrum for public safety and 3rd generation commercial wireless services.   
 
A team from New York, along with other states, attended a briefing by the Commission on June 
26, 2000 regarding the Letter of Understanding dealing with the Canadian DTV allotment table.  
Our team stated then that we believed a better plan could be developed that would satisfy the 
needs of the Canadians while allowing the US to utilize the spectrum as Congress intended. The 
State of New York has researched and performed detailed technical analyses of the issues and 
developed a set of recommendations, which are described in the attached report.  Because of the 
length of the appendices (over 2300 pages) we have included a hard copy of only the narrative 
report here. The full report with all the appendices is on the CD-ROM.  Complete hard copies, 
along with CD-ROMs, have been sent to Ms. Magalie Roman Salas, Secretary at the FCC and 
Richard B. Engelman, Chief, Planning & Negotiations Division, International Bureau at the 
FCC. 
 
We respectfully request that the Commission review our findings and consider our 
recommendations. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
Scott R. Leonard 
Communications Systems Center Director 
The New York State Technology Enterprise Corporation (NYSTEC) 
 
Enclosures


